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TO SING IN TORRANCE . . . Appearing in the third presents- 
tion of Torrance Community Concerts Association, Inc., is Anna 
Kaskas, above, who will sing in Torrance High School Auditorium 
next Wednesday night.

Anna Kaskas, Contralto, 
Will Sing Here March 3

A_s popular concert artist and.,and had broken all official en
us loading member of the Metro­ 
politan Opera Association, Anna 
Kaskas, who sings here or. 
March 3 (next Wednesday) at 
8:15 p.m. In Torrance High 
School auditorium, is a contralto 
to conjure with.

Born In Connecticut of Lithu­ 
anian parents, this golden- 
haired, luscious-voiced young 
artist has built up an enviable 
career. She has sung with the

»u tour, has made opera appear*
uiroes In Chicago, Montreal arni 4nothw's illness brought the con
Cincinnati, has been soloist with 
major orchestras under great 
conductors, has done radio and 
oratorio work with distinction, 
has starred at the country's 
music festivals. In concert par­ 
ticularly, her vibrant personality
and glowing voice have made four years in the Catholic Ca­
her one of the most glamorous 
figures before the music public.

Anjia Kaskas was born in 
Bridgeport, a y«ar before her 
family moved to Hartford where 
sh'e was brought up. As a grow­ 
ing girl she sang in the choir 
of the Church of the Holy Trin 
ity and won two scholarships, 
for voice and piano, at the 
Hartford Conservatory of Music. 
Oil the side, to earn money, she 
worked as a stenographer.

Her talent was so pronounced 
that it caught the interest of a 
prominent music lover who fi­ 
nanced a trip to Lithuania, the 
birthplace of her parents.

At Kaunas (or Kovno) the 
blonde, attractive young girl 
made her debut as Ulrica in 
Verdi's "Masked Ball." Then- 
she had the good fortune to 
meet Antonas Smetona, then the 
President of Lithuania. He had 
heard of the plucky American

gagements to hear her first per­ 
formance. Afterwards ho re­ 
ceived her, congratulated her 
warmly. Soon they became such 
good friends that she received 
an invitation to the wedding of 
hbj daughter! It was through 
the President's invitation that 
the Lithuanian Government later 
gave her sufficient financial 
assistance to go to Milan, Italy, 
for further study.

She stayed in Italy two years, 
was well launched there in small 
opera houses when news of her

tralto back to Hartford, There- 
family problems and the general 
depression combined to inter­ 
rupt the natural course of her 
career.

Ann Kaskar, took It philo­ 
sophically and wisely. She sang

thedral of Hartford, gave sing­ 
ing lessons while she herself 
went to Enrico Kositi, the well- 
known teacher of Gigli and 
Lauri-Volpi, for further and con­ 
centrated study. In 19H(i her 
chance came. She entered the 
Metropolitan Opera Contest. Sev­ 
en hundred voices were heard. 
Nine reached the semi-finals 
and two were eventually selected 
for appearances in the Metro­ 
politan's Spring Season. In her 
eager hands were placed the 
roles of Maddalena in "Rigo- 
lotto" and Lola in "Cavalleria 
Rusticana," as well as the title 
part in the long-heralded re­ 
vival of Gluck's "Orpheus and 
Euridlce." Her success in these 
parts brought her the choicest 
plum of all -a contract to ap­ 
pear with the Metropolitan dur­ 
ing its regular winter season, 
where she has remained ever 
since
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County Studies 
Conversion Of 
Ocean Water

in furtherance of his sug-  
gesllon for the economical con-; 
version of sea water into fresh ' 
water, Supervisor Raymond V. i 
Darby presented to the Board j 
of Supoivisors, at a recent 
meeting, a resolution which was 
passed unanimously by the 
Hoard.

The resolution asks that vari­ 
ous universities and colleges, the 
Bureau of Light and Power of 
the City of Los Angeles and the 
Metropolitan Water District be 
requested to make scientific stu­ 
dies, to the end thnt a method 
may be devised for the econo- 
mien I leclnmation of fresh wa­ 
ter from the ocean, and that 
the State Legislature be re­ 
quested to examine the feasi­ 
bility of offering a substantial 
monetary reward, approximat­ 
ing $1,000,000 to the scientist 
or scientists who are successful 
in devising such n method.

Supervisor Darby stated that 
the benefits to be obtained fiom 
such a process would go far 
beyond the limits of Los Ange­ 
les County, as It would benefit 
ail coastal regions.

He indicated that such a proc­ 
ess, to be of economic benefit, 
would have to produce the fresh 
water at n cost of not more 
than $15.00 per acre foot, in­ 
asmuch as Colorado river water 

already being delivered at 
San Dimas at a cost ot $8.91) 
per acre foot and Owens River 
Valley water is delivered at a 
cost of $18.75 per acre foot at 
Castaie.

lowans To Meet 
Feb. 28 For 
Annual Picnic

Scores of Torrance families 
will be on hand Saturday, Feb. 
28, when more than 85,000 low­ 
ans gather at Lincoln Park for j 
their annual Winter Picnic. The | 
affair, which will help m ark! 
Iowa's commencement of its 
second century of statehood, will I 
he attended by lowans travel- 
ng from the Hawkeye State for 

this picnic, as well as by former 
[owans now residing here in 
Southern California.

Frank Miles, prominent leader 
of American Legion activities, 
and currently a public relations 
counselor in DCS Moines, will 

the chief speaker, while 
guests of honor include Frank 
F. Merriam, tann.-r governor of 
California; Los Angeles County 

Supervisor Leonard Roach; and 
Captain Ray Tarbinck of t h e 
USS "Iowa."

Conducted by the Iowa Asso- 
iation of Southern California, 

the picnic will state at 9 a.m., 
with the registration of lowans 
it Lincoln Park, located at the 
:>nd of North Main street in 
Nos Angeles. Registration will 
:ake place according to the 
lome counties of the assembled 
Elawkoyes. at 1 p.m., addresses 
;>y the speakers will be heard, 
followed by a program of enter- 
:alnment being arranged by 
Herman J. Garretson, chairman 
of the program committee.

'Stop Accidents' 
Program Pays 
Off At Columbia

Ajectdent prevention program.'
 aid real dividends to Columhi; 
itecl Company during 10-17. H j 
was the safest year from the 
standpoint of injury frequency 
.11 Columbia's history, according 
:o J. L. Turner, director of in- 
lustrlul relations.

During the 12-month period, 
only 21 disabling accidents were
 ecorded in this United States 

Steel Corporation subsidiary's 
nllls at Plttsburg and Torrancr, 
California.

A tabulation sets the Injury
frequency rate lor 19-17 at 2.07
dliiabllng injuries per million
nan-bouts worked, a decrease :>f

34 per cent from the 3.18 rate
of 1040. Total man-hours worked

ar 1047 was 10,150,095, the
reatest number ot man-hours

worked in any peacetime year.
Thre times during 1947 the

'itubui'g mill cxrwdcHl one mil-
on injury-free man hours, and

1'orranrp also achieved one such
ieriod. Both plants received the
jighest industrial safety award
saued by thp National SaOty

Council.

Just Arrived
at
BENSON'S

Crisp New Cottons
Clever new spring creations in batise and tissue gingham . , . with 

a few linen crash prints which we believe to be the smartest 

dresses ever displayed in our store for street and afternoon wear. 

Come expecting styles that are excitingly different at these fancy 

prices.

TO 1395

Smart Spring

HAND BAGS
Faille and plastic patents in black 

and colors . . . vie for attention 

with white plastics for the Easier 

spotlight. Feature values every one 

... in a wide range of prices.

298 T0 1Q95

ENSON'S
Hours 9:30 to 5:30 Daily   Saturdays till 8

1271 SaHori Av«». — T
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